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.  FORTUNE selects Henry Ford BUSINESSMAN OF-
' THE CENTURY :

November 01, 1999

GE's Jack Welch Named Manager of the Century
Culminating its look back on the century in business, FORTUNE magazine has named automobile
giant and entrepreneur Henry Ford Businessman of the Century-beating out runner-up Bill Gates
of Microsoft-and has chosen General Electric's Jack Welch Manager of the Century. Ford was
among four finalists chosen from a series of profiles on the Twentieth Century's business greats
that appeared in FORTUNE starting in the April 26, 1999 issue. The other finalists who were
recognized for having dominated their respective quarter century in business were: General
Motors' Alfred P. Sloan, Jr. (1876-1966), IBM's Thomas J. Watson (1914-1993), and Microsoft's Bill
Gates (1955- ). "Businessman of the Century" co-written by FORTUNE Executive Editor Peter Petre,
FORTUNE Editor at Large Brent Schlender, and Thomas Stewart and Alex Taylor lll of FORTUNE's
Board of Editors, appears in the November 22 issue of FORTUNE. The article is available on
www.fortune.com beginning at 8:30 a.m. ET on Monday, November 1.

As Alex Taylor writes, Henry Ford (1863-1947) didn't invent the automobile, but he invented the
automobile business. And though he was the worst manager of the four finalists, Ford was also the
greatest managerial thinker: "No fewer than three of the biggest management brainstorms of the

https://www.warnermediagroup.com/newsroom/press- releases/1999/11/01/fortune selects -henry-ford-businessman-of-the-century
Productivity Optimization Lab EEE2%e 712 7} Dr. Chia-Yen Lee
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241 views | Jul 29, 2005, 12:00pm i) P‘Oqu
Henry Ford (1863-1947)

https://www.forbes.com/2005/07/29/ford-autos-assembly-
cx_0729bizmanford.html#f67f0126b45f

By Forbes.com Staff

(© This article is more than 2 years old.

' Forbes.com readers and editors rank Henry Ford as the most influential :

l | businessman of all time. (Read more to find out how Forbes.com ranked them.) |

The affordable, drably uniform Model T changed everyday life, transformed the
American cityscape and revolutionized business. The assembly line allowed
Henry Ford to continually lower the price of the Model T, while making a higher
and higher profit due to increased sales volume. "Fordism's" high output,
standardized parts and mass production provided the world the "McAutomobile."
The modern interstate highway system owes its existence to Ford's invention.
Cheap cars enabled Americans to move away from Main Street—and shop at Wal-
Mart . Sure, the assembly line rendered workers automatons, but Ford's
revolutionary $5 wage for a day's work allowed them to afford new luxuries such

Productivity « as education for their children—spurring the economy. . Chia-Yen Lee ¢
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Thomas Edison was Henry Ford's hero, as well as
his friend. During Edison's final illness, this test tube
was close to his bedside. Upon his death, it was
sealed with paraffin wax. Edison's son later sent his
father's "last breath” to Henry Ford, knowing their

close relationship




Henry Ford and Thomas Edison @)POLab

OO0 Thomas Edison was Henry Ford's hero. In 1896, shortly after building his quadricycle, Henry
Ford had the chance to meet the famous inventor at a convention in New York. Edison, who
was convinced the future lay in electric powered cars, encouraged Ford to "keep at it." In
1907, Ford was on the brink of releasing the Model T. The inventors forged a friendship that
lasted their whole lives.

https://www.pbs.org/video/american-
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HENRY FORD, HIS COMPANY, AND A CENTURY OF PROGRESS

A New York Times Notable Book @
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“History on a grand scale! . . . Sweeping, absorbing” —Roberto Caro
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WHO'S AHEAD IN THE GLOBAL AUTO WARS AND WHY.
JAPAN'S REVOLUTIONARY LEAP FROM MASS PROOUCTION
TO LEAN PRODUCTION-AND WHAT INDUSTRY

EVERYWHERE CAN LEARN FROM IT

MA

ED
WORLD

Based On
The Massachusetts Institute of Technology
S-Million-Dollar 5-Year Study On The
Future Of The Automobile

JAMES P. WOMACK, DANIEL T. JONES & DANIEL ROOS

Productivity Optimization Lab tEBRE PR IF

@)POLab

The Story of Lean Production--
Toyota's Secret Weapon in the
Global Car Wars That Is Now

Revolutionizing World Industry

Womack, Jones, and Roos (1991)
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